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Unit Title: Unit 2:  Nonfiction Reading and Informational/Persuasive Writing 

 

Unit Designers: Kathy Dow, Tayler Grenier, Sue Hardison, Ashley LaCroix 

 

Level(s): Grade 3 

 

Time Span: 12 weeks 

 

Content Area: 

 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  

English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 

 

Summary of Unit:   

This unit will focus on informational reading and persuasive writing. Students will be identifying 

and using nonfiction text features to help their comprehension. Student will determine the main 

idea of a text, recount the key details, and explain how they support the main idea.  They will 

distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.  They will establish a clear 

position on an idea and support their position with relevant factual evidence in their writing.  

Conventions will continue to be taught throughout the unit and the rest of the year. 

 

Common Core  

Reading Standards 

RI.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to 

the text as the basis of answers. 

RI.3.2: Determine the main idea of the text; recount the key details and explain how they support 

the main idea. 

RI.3.5:  Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate 

information relevant to a given topic efficiently. 

RI.3.6:  Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.  

 

Writing Standards 

W.3.1:  Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. 

a. Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an 

organizational structure that lists reasons. 

b. Provide reasons that support the opinion. 

c. Use linking word and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect 

opinion and reasons. 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section. 

W.3.4: With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and 

organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 

W.3.5: With guidance and support from adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, and editing. 

W.3.7:  Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 
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W.3.10:  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences.  (not on rubric) 

 

Language Standards 
L.3.1:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. (not on rubric) 

L.3.2:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. (not on rubric) 

g. Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and 

correct spellings.  (not on rubric) 

 

Speaking and Listening Standards 

SL.3.4:  Report on a topic or text, tells a story, or recounts an experience with appropriate facts 

and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace. 

 

Key Pre-Requisites: 

Knowledge: 

 How to ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to 

demonstrate an understanding of key details in a text 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or 

subject area. 

 Know and use various text features to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently. 

 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, 

or describe. 

 Explain how specific images contribute to and clarify a text. 

 Read and comprehend informational texts. 

 Reading strategies including connecting, predicting, questioning, visualizing, inferring, 

and determining importance 

Skills: 

 Appropriate use of writing conventions including capitalization and ending punctuation. 

 Retell events in sequence. 

 The ability to answer questions about information found directly in text(s) 

 Edit, with assistance, for correct grammar, usage, mechanics, and spelling. 

 Write simple sentences 

 Use active listening skills  

 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

 Strengthen writing by revising and editing, with assistance 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

 Determine important facts in the text 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Thoughtful and precise language informs and persuades a reader 

 Opinions should be supported by evidence when persuading. 

 Persuasion is used for different purposes. 

 Nonfiction text is designed to provide the reader accurate information about a topic. 

 Text features are designed to help the reader comprehend the text. 
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Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 

 How do effective writers persuade their audience? 

 How do you distinguish between fact and opinion? 

 How does thoughtful and precise language inform and persuade a reader? 

 How do readers determine the most important information from a non-fiction book? 

 

Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 

Knowledge:  

 How to ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 

explicitly to the text as the basis for the answer   

 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support 

the main idea..         

 Use text features and search tools. 

 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.  

Skills: 

 Identify key facts from informational text and explain how they support the main idea 

 Use a variety of strategies to support comprehension of text(s) (connect, predict, 

question, visualize, infer, determining importance, and synthesis).  

 Participate appropriately in discussions and use active listening skills and appropriate 

speaking skills. 

 Provide a concluding statement. 

 Write a persuasive piece focused on a central idea, after pre-writing experiences. 

 Learn to recognize and use informational text features. 

 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of the text 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English. 

 Consult reference materials. 

 Use text features and search tools 

 

How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  

 Students will read and discuss informational text appropriate to individual reading levels 

in Guided Reading and/or literature groups. 

 Students will identify the main idea in informational text. 

 Students will be able to identify characteristics of informational text. 

 Students will use factual information in their persuasive writing. 

 Students will engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions. 

 Students will chose words and phrases for effect.   

 

Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  

 With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing 

as needed by revising and editing. 

 Instructional/interactive read-alouds  

 Appropriately leveled independent reading texts 

 Shared Reading 

 Guided Reading 

 Shared Writing 

 Writing Mini Lessons 

 Writing Conferences 
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 Text Feature Mini Lessons 

 

Provisions for Extending Learning: 

 Student reading levels will be adjusted as needed. 

 Writing conferences will further individual writing skills. 

 Different versions of the informational text will be available 

 

How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  

 Word processing 

 Videos or oral recordings of informational text may be used 

 Students may record their persuasive letter on the iPad. 

 Students may choose to publish their persuasive writing. 

 Students may use the internet to research their topic. 

 

Instructional Resources: 

 Informational text found in Book Room and Library 

 Professional Texts – (such as Lucy Calkins, Fountas & Pinnell, Dorne, etc.) 

 Individual student RIT scores from NWEA testing are used to plan instruction.   

 Internet resources 

 

 

 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 

 

World Landmark, Persuasive Writing 

Non Fiction Text Features Booklet/Rubric, Non-Fiction Features 

Gustave’s Worries, Non-Fiction Comprehension 


